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of legislation and I intend to support that wholeheartedly, and
I hope t h e r e s t o f t h e b od y wi l l t a k e a l o n g an d s e r i ou s l o o k a t
what sh e h a s t o o f f e r . I t d i dn ' t ge t ou t o f c omm i t t e e e i t he r ,
b ut i t ' s a g r ea t p i e c e o f l e g i s l a t i o n a n d i t ' s f a i r . Th an k yo u ,
Mr. P r e s i de n t

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Aguilar. Sena tor Kru se,
on the Stuthman amendment.

SENATOR KRUSE: Than k you, Mr. President and members. I s tand
to oppose this Stuthman amendment because it s eems to me too
e arl y t o t a ke t h i n g s o f f t h e t a b l e . I h a ve a l o t o f sy mp a t h y
f or the arguments being made a nd ce rtainly a m sitting he re
weigh i n g , t r y i n g t o f i g u r e o u t wh a t i s f a i r . Bu t we ' v e g o t t o
keep a package together there. We' ve got to keep o ur opt ions
open and, to me , now is the time to keep those options open.
Seemed to me that when we were turning our back on th e a lc ohol
tax, we were closing our options. T hat's not what we should be
d oing . An d t he o t he r p o i n t t h a t I wou l d ma k e i s t h at i f we
don't do this then we are hurting the very people we claim to be
helping, because th e co st w ill shift. It w ill sh i ft to
families, it will shift to education, it will shift to p roperty
taxes and those who own these homes that are being repaired pay
property taxes. We have at this point to reco gnize that the
costs are not going to go away.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u . Sen a t o r Sch r o c k .

SENATOR SCHROCK: Mr . President, members of the Legislature, I
also stand in opposition to this amendment. I would like to say
that 3 percent of the people in this state pay 22 percent of the
property taxes. That's the farmers. T here are e xe mptions f o r
ag . I t h i n k t h e r e ' s g o od r e a so n s fo r i t . Bu t i f we d o n ' t
broaden the sales tax base and get a few more people involved in
paying taxes, the burden is going to stay on property or y o u' re
g oing t o h a v e t o cu t s t a t e a i d t o sc ho o l s . An d , q u i t e f r a n k l y ,
I t h i nk m y s c ho o l d i s t r i c t s a r e g o i n g t o s c r am b l e wi t h L B 54 0 .
They' l l su r v i v e and t hey ' re ma k i n g a d j u s t me n t s , b u t i f yo u t o o k
a nothe r $ 56 m i l l i o n o u t o f s t a t e a i d t o s ch o o l s , wh y , I t h i n k
some people wo uld change their mind on this, even some of the
people this tax might b e imp osed upon . So , like I said ,
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